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murder of Osman,
the third Khalifa, marked the beginning of
schism in Islam. Osman's successor, Ali,
also met a violent death by the dagger of
a Kharjite assassin. After his death the
Muslims accepted Amir Muawiya as their
Khalifa. He ruled with success, but he was
succeeded by his headstrong and dissolute
son Yezid, who is looked upon by the
Muslims as being the perpetrator of the
most painful event in the history of Islam,
the tragedy of Karbala which culminated
in the assassination of the Holy Prophet's
grandson Hussain. Yezid died shortly
after. His son Muawiya II was either too
weak or too scrupulous to guide the des-
tinies of the Muslim Empire at the critical
juncture, so he abdicated, asking his people
to choose a worthy Khalifa for themselves.
They chose Marwan son of Hakim who
had made his name as the secretary of
Khalifa Osman; but he died within a
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